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NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY WEEK 
Statement by Minister for Road Safety 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland — Minister for Road Safety) [3.26 pm]: This week is National Road Safety 
Week. Throughout our state, we are shining a light on road safety by holding events such as memorials and morning 
teas, lighting up Western Australian buildings and icons in yellow, wearing a yellow ribbon to honour those we have 
lost and pledging to make sure our roads are safer for all users. At 12 noon on Sunday, we paused to reflect on the 
1 200 people who lose their lives on Australian roads each year. As in years past, speed was a factor in too many of 
those fatal crashes. This week, the message “Take it easy: speed kills”, which was first unveiled on the Barracks Arch 
in 1933, is displayed at Yagan Square, on St Georges Terrace bus shelters and featured in print and online media 
as a reminder to us all that speed can kill. 
In front of that powerful message, I released our new 10-year road safety strategy, “Driving change”. WA’s new 
strategy provides the framework to drive changes in driver behaviour and road safety culture and aims to reduce the 
number of people killed or seriously injured on our roads by 50 to 70 per cent by 2030. Developed after extensive 
community and stakeholder consultation, driving change also sets out a vision to reduce road fatalities and severe 
injuries to zero by 2050. From 2021, the strategy’s first action plan will detail key actions to achieving our targets 
with initiatives focused on protecting the increasing number of people who walk or ride, mitigating urban intersection 
crashes and reducing run-off-road crashes in the country. 
Importantly, people and not statistics are at the heart of our new road safety strategy and National Road Safety Week. 
To increase awareness of the impact of road trauma on our families, friends, colleagues and communities, each 
day focuses on a different road safety theme. Today is the inaugural “Thank a Traffic Warden Day”. Our traffic 
wardens are often unrecognised members of our communities. Twice a day, in rain or shine, they step onto our busy 
roads, wielding their flags, to lead our children safely across the road to school or home. Resources including thank 
you posters were developed and distributed to schools to recognise and thank these community heroes. 
We all have a role to play in making every journey a safe one. Participating in a National Road Safety Week event 
or initiative is a first step in the journey to drive change in our community to achieve our ambitious target and to 
reduce road trauma. 
The SPEAKER: Members, can ministers keep their answers pretty tight today. With the valedictory speeches 
happening later, we have a short time span. I call question time. 
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